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Saint Anne Orthodox Church 
560 Oak Ridge Turnpike 

  Oak Ridge, TN 37830-7164 
 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
April 30, 2017 

 

Present: Fr. Stephen Freeman, Rector 
Ben Prothro 
Craig Morfas 
Adam Davis 
David Heise (Treasurer) 

Adrienne Pyle 
Carl Bruner 
Beth Freeman (Clerk) 
Niko Pantanizopoulos 

Absent: Mary Ann Favazza  

 
A quorum being present, the Parish Council meeting commenced at 12:45 p.m. with prayer. 
Minutes 
The minutes of the March 19, 2017 meeting were approved.  

Treasurer’s Report  

The Treasurer presented the financial report for March.  The income for March was $12,948.05, and 
the expenses were $12,757.82. Net income for the month was $190.23. He noted that the income for 
the last Sunday of February was counted in March. The Treasurer’s Report was approved.  
 
Rector’s Report 

Fr. Stephen reported that, although he requested permission from his bishop, Fr. Deacon John was 
not blessed to serve the chalice at Liturgy. It is not a regular practice in ROCOR for deacons to 
serve the chalice, although this is commonly found with the OCA and the Antiochians.  

Fr. Stephen expressed his great gratitude for the mercy of God and for the hard work of all who 
helped in the recovery from the flood waters that entered the nave and parish hall during the heavy 
rains on April 22, which began just as the Saturday evening Vespers service was starting. 
Professional water damage specialists were contacted immediately and arrived within 30 minutes of 
the call. The remaining water was suctioned from the floors, and the carpets were taken out for 
professional cleaning. No moisture damage was found in the drywall. An insurance claim was filed, 
and the only expense to the parish will be from the $500 insurance deductible. St. Anne’s was 
actually credited $500 (on the standard $1000 deductible) for the number of years we had carried 
the policy without filing for any damages.  

Fr. Stephen attended the Deanery clergy retreat in April. He reported on advice received from the 
Chancellor and other deanery clergy regarding the building process, that the church find and hire a 
contractor first. The contractor would then be able to assist in a “design build,” working with the 
church and an architect, with a maximum allowable price in mind.  

He was happy to report the addition of 10 new catechumens after Pascha.  
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Old Business 

Craig Morfas reported that, after research on the handicap parking requirements for markings at the 
church entrance, he had questions about which ones would apply to our situation. Council agreed 
that they would look at the parking situations and signage at other churches in Oak Ridge before 
deciding on how we will handle our handicap parking spaces. 

Council decided that the meeting schedule for Parish Council will float from month to month, to 
best accommodate member schedules. The meeting for May will be held on May 25th at 6:30 p.m.  

David Heise had a question about the contract with Orthodox Web Solutions, as to whether it had 
been formally cancelled, and whether or not to expect a partial refund. Fr. Stephen said that he 
would check on that situation. He will also check with the bank regarding the switching of account 
names. 

 

The meeting adjourned with prayer at 1:30 p.m. with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Mat. Beth Freeman, Clerk   
 

 
Action Item List: 

• Fr. Stephen will continue to work on establishing a date for a visit from Bishop Alexander 
that could coincide with a celebration of St. Anne’s 20th anniversary of our founding. 

• Fr. Stephen will seek two estimates for stabilizing the foundation of the church where it 
shows evidence of sinking. 

• The Outreach Committee will recommend dispersing the year-end monies in the Outreach 
Fund. 

• Craig will organize the work on signage for the handicap parking at the church entrance. 
• Fr. Stephen said that he would check on the contract with Orthodox Web Solutions. He will 

also check with the bank regarding the switching of account names. 

 

 


