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Saint Anne Orthodox Church 
560 Oak Ridge Turnpike 

  Oak Ridge, TN 37830-7164 
 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
December 17, 2017 

 

Present: Fr. Stephen Freeman, Rector 
Craig Morfas 
Niko Pantanizopoulos 
Mary Ann Favazza  
Adam Davis 

Ben Prothro  
Adrienne Pyle 
Carl Bruner 
David Heise (Treasurer) 
Beth Freeman (Clerk) 

Absent:   
 
A quorum being present, the Parish Council meeting commenced at 12:32 p.m. with prayer. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the November 19, 2017 meeting were approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report  
The October and November Treasurer’s Reports were both presented and approved.  
David Heise noted that, although we were in the black, November showed us being below predicted 
budget by about $11,000 in income (as estimated for November, not for the year). David expected 
that we would finish the year with a surplus. Fr. Stephen has sent a letter to remind the parish to 
complete their tithes before the end of the year.  
 
Rector’s Report 
Fr. Stephen is pleased that the paperwork for Jacob Ramsey to be able to attend seminary next fall, 
and for Ryan Shelton to be accepted in the diaconate program, is going forward as expected. 
He has speaking engagements in Akron in February and at a Spring retreat in Chicago. 
St. Tikhon’s University Press in Moscow will translate his book Everywhere Present and publish it 
in Russian.  
 
Old Business 

The Budget Committee will need to work on the 2018 budget. The treasurer and warden (David 
Heise and Adam Davis) are appointed automatically to this committee, and a third person must be 
appointed by Council. Carl Bruner was appointed unanimously. The committee will form a 
proposed budget to be presented to the Annual Meeting. 
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Council discussed the proposal from Fr. Marcus, the diocesan chancellor, regarding placement of a 
seminarian, who will be graduating from seminary in the Spring of 2018, at St. Anne’s this summer. 
He would be placed here as an assistant before being assigned as rector at Fr. Stephen’s retirement. 
Fr. Marcus is looking at ways to put together a funding package for this, which would have 
contributions from St. Anne’s, the Diocese of the South, our deanery, and possibly also the 
Carolinas deanery. Fr. Stephen asked for the church to consider designating $1000/month, to be 
drawn from the General Operations Fund (which is not used for budgeted monthly expenses), as our 
part of the package. This would only be an 18-month commitment, and that the General Operations 
Fund is currently well funded (as of the November report) at $37,787.00. Council discussed this 
with general approval, expressing appreciation for the opportunity to incorporate a new priest into 
the parish culture and provide a smooth transition. 

The meeting adjourned with prayer at 1:09 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mat. Beth Freeman, Clerk   
 

 
Action Item List: 

• Fr. Stephen would like to follow up on several maintenance issues: 
- pursue foam stabilization for the building foundation,  
- replace the sidewalk 
- arrange for a new faucet in the kitchen. 

• Fr. Stephen will follow up on background checks for lay leaders. 
• St. Anne’s will set a date for a 20th Anniversary celebration. 
• Fr. Stephen will arrange a speaker for a parish-wide meeting re: parish security 
• David Heise will check with SunTrust about the loan payment  
• Appoint a chair for the 20th anniversary celebration 
• Fr. Stephen will set an Annual Meeting date 

 


