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Saint Anne Orthodox Church 
560 Oak Ridge Turnpike 

  Oak Ridge, TN 37830-7164 
 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
January 12, 2017 

 
Present: Fr. Stephen Freeman, Rector 

Ben Prothro 
Adam Davis 
John Dolynchuk 
David Heise (Treasurer) 

Adrienne Pyle 
Marcus Richey 
Carl Bruner 
Mary Ann Favazza 
Beth Freeman (Clerk) 

Absent:   

 
A quorum being present, the Parish Council meeting commenced at 6:38 p.m. with prayer. 
  

Minutes 
The minutes of the November 20, 2016 meeting were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report  

The Treasurer presented the October, November, December, and end-of-year 2016 financial reports, 
since he had been unable to be present for the November Council meeting. The December Council 
meeting was deferred to the January 12 date of these minutes, as there was not a quorum available 
on the third Sunday of December.  
 
The total income for 2016 was $158,157.83, and the total expenses were $138,974.26. The total net 
income for 2016 was $19,183.57. 
 
He explained that the accounting system this year has not included some of the pledge income 
(when it is more than the pledged amount) in the monthly “income and expenses” report. He 
discovered this software characteristic and rectified it, with the result that the net income for the 
year has shown a larger-than-expected increase in the year-end report. He will find a way to change 
the accounting procedures next year, in order for all pledge income to appear in a regular way 
during the year. He emphasized that the bank statements clearly showed the entire income amounts 
during the whole year. 
  
Rector’s Report 

The Stewardship Letter was sent out electronically, with a link to a pledge card online.  

Old Business 

Fr. Stephen asked for approval for him to seek two estimates for stabilizing the foundation of the 
church where it shows evidence of sinking, and Council approved the request. 
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Fr. Stephen reported that the Church Expansion Investigation Team will have a report to the Annual 
Meeting, as it winds up its task and as the church prepares to set up the process for forming a 
Building Committee. 

The Parish Council discussed participation in the Diocesan Managed Debt Program, as a way to 
prepare for a future capital fund initiative. Fr. Stephen will contact the Diocese to get a detailed 
proposal as to what would be required for us to move the Building Fund to the Diocesan program. 

The Outreach Committee will recommend dispersing the year-end monies in the Outreach Fund. 

Fr. Stephen is working with David Heise on switching the utilities direct debit to the new church 
accounts. 

New Business 

The Parish Annual Meeting is set to be held on February 12.  

There are 4 Parish Council terms expiring at the end of 2016, and Fr. Stephen is taking nominations 
for these positions. Some of the current members are eligible to serve another term, and Fr. Stephen 
asked them to let him know if they were willing to and interested in serving again next year. 

The date for St. Brendan’s Festival has been revised to May 13, 2017.  

The parish can celebrate its 20th year anniversary this year, the preparatory meetings for founding 
the mission having been held in 1997. After discussion, it was agreed to seek a visit of the bishop 
near the Sept. 10 feast day for St. Anne, and to coordinate a parish celebration of the anniversary at 
that time. 

Parish Council discussed the encouragement of small group activities at St. Anne’s, and Fr. Stephen 
will help to facilitate these for those wishing to participate. 

Fr. Stephen asked for advice from Council about any need to change the starting time for Sunday 
liturgies. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. with prayer. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Following the adjournment of the meeting, Council met to approve a $2000 year-end bonus for Fr. 
Stephen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Respectfully submitted,  
Mat. Beth Freeman, Clerk   
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Action Item List: 

• Fr. Stephen will arrange for direct debit for our utilities to be switched over to the new 
accounts 

• Fr. Stephen will seek two estimates for stabilizing the foundation of the church where it 
shows evidence of sinking. 

• Fr. Stephen will contact the Diocese to get a detailed proposal as to what would be required 
for us to move the Building Fund to the Diocesan program. 

• The Outreach Committee will recommend dispersing the year-end monies in the Outreach 
Fund 

• Fr. Stephen is taking nominations for Parish Council positions 
• It was agreed to seek a visit of the bishop near the Sept. 10 feast day for St. Anne. 
• Fr. Stephen will help to facilitate these for those wishing to participate in small groups. 

 
 
 


