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 Saint Anne Orthodox Church 
560 Oak Ridge Turnpike 

  Oak Ridge, TN 37830-7164 
 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
May 19, 2019 

 

Present: Alex Dnestrean 
Daniel Davis 
Beth Freeman (Clerk) 

Fr. Daniel Greeson, Asst. Rector 
Zach Lange 
Jenny Pittman 
Craig Morfas 

Absent: Fr. Stephen Freeman, Rector 
David Heise 

Debra Mattingly 

 
A quorum being present, the Parish Council meeting commenced at 12:30 p.m. with prayer. 
  
Minutes 
The minutes of the April 14, 2019 meeting were approved.  
Treasurer’s Report  
The Treasurer was not able to be present, and therefore discussion of the March and April 
Treasurer’s reports was tabled. In April, Council had given approval for up to $3000 (as a 
maximum) for the new landscaping work. Craig Morfas reported that the total cost incurred thus far 
was around $2,800. The budget has a line item for $2,717.96, and the $3,000 approved ceiling has 
not been reached. 
Rector’s Report 
Fr. Stephen was absent due to travel for a speaking engagement in Seattle, WA.  He sent emailed 
remarks ahead of time for his Rector’s Report: “I have one speaking engagement in June, which is 
my last one this year (unless something else comes up). I plan to get more writing done this 
summer. Fr. Daniel and I have been looking at various aspects of the parish in anticipation of this 
next six months. I am also overjoyed that Fr. Daniel and family have been able to move to Oak 
Ridge.” 
Old Business 
Clean-up for clearing underbrush in the back of the church has begun and will continue in the next 
few weeks. The stumps will be ground and flattened, and grass-seeding and watering will take place 
in this phase of the landscaping. 
The new online church directory is being tested. Fr. Daniel, Jason Rathburn and M Beth have set up 
member identities in the free-trial period in order to explore the packaged directory software. Fr. 
Daniel said that he would like to see the church explore other possibilities, such as a directory that 
might be incorporated into our present webpage, without a fee, before signing up for the online 
directory service.  
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New Business  
Fr. Stephen emailed the following request to Council, to be included under New Business: 
“Fr. Daniel has been accepted as part of an OCA delegation to go to Moscow in July-August this 
summer (10-day period). The trip is hosted by the Department of External Affairs of the Moscow 
Patriarchate and is designed to strengthen our ties as sister Churches, and to help develop leaders in 
this new generation. Fr. Justin Patterson (St. Athanasius, Nicholasville, KY) attended this event last 
year and found it very helpful. There are seminars and presentations as well as opportunities to visit 
the major Churches and monasteries of the Moscow region. All of the Russia expenses are covered 
by the Moscow Patriarchate. However, there is a need for support for travel to and from, with 
incidentals. This is being handled by FOS Tours, the group that does travel arrangements for the 
OCA. His costs will be around $1800. I would ask the Council to approve advancing that amount 
and giving us the chance to pay it back from requested donations in the parish.  
I think that Fr. Daniel will benefit by this trip as will his future ministry at St. Anne. Thank you for 
your support!”  
Council discussed the opportunity for Fr. Daniel and noted that, because the dates will conflict, he 
would not be attending the Diocesan Assembly in Jupiter, FL this year, and that the cost of 
supporting him to attend in Florida for a week could easily be a similar amount. Council approved 
the request to advance the $1,800 in travel expenses for Fr. Daniel’s trip to Moscow with the OCA 
delegation.  
In another matter of new business, Craig Morfas stated that he will be out of town for three 
weekends at the beginning of June, and he asked for volunteers on Council to cover counting the 
money and the bank deposit during those times. Volunteers should consult with Adrienne Potter 
about the deposit. 
 
The council adjourned with prayer at 12:55 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mat. Beth Freeman, Clerk   
 

Action Item List: 

• Fr. Stephen will arrange a speaker for a parish-wide meeting re: parish security 
• Council members will provide alternate options for security and camera systems  
• The lighting for the church sign on the Turnpike needs repair, and it would also profit from 

a change of light bulbs to be a whiter color, possibly LED bulbs, which would last longer 
• Further discussion of the replacement of the sidewalks will be placed on the agenda for this 

year. 
 
 
 
 


