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Saint Anne Orthodox Church 
560 Oak Ridge Turnpike 

  Oak Ridge, TN 37830-7164 
 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
November 19, 2017 

 

Present: Fr. Stephen Freeman, Rector 
Craig Morfas 
Niko Pantanizopoulos 
Mary Ann Favazza  
Adam Davis 

Ben Prothro  
Adrienne Pyle 
Carl Bruner 
Beth Freeman (Clerk) 

Absent: David Heise (Treasurer)  
 
A quorum being present, the Parish Council meeting commenced at 12:20 p.m. with prayer. 
Minutes 
The minutes of the October 29, 2017 meeting were approved.  

Treasurer’s Report  

No Treasurer’s Report was available at the time of the meeting. The October report will be sent to 
Parish Council by email. 
 
Rector’s Report 

Fr. Stephen reported that a Stewardship/Pledge Letter for fiscal year 2018 would be sent to the 
parish in the next week. 

He was preparing the paperwork for Jacob Ramsey to be able to attend seminary next fall, and for 
Ryan Shelton to be accepted in the diaconate program. He was happy to report that the diaconate 
program for Ryan could most likely be completed within the year. 

He also reported on a conversation he had had with Fr. Marcus, the diocesan chancellor, regarding a 
question by the diocese about the timing of Fr. Stephen’s retirement. Fr. Stephen suggested that any 
time that would work conveniently for the parish and the diocese after the year 2020 would be 
workable for him. Fr. Marcus has in mind placing a seminarian with us who will be graduating from 
seminary in the Spring of 2018. He would like to explore ways of bringing him into the parish that 
summer as an assistant, making an easier transition for the parish. Fr. Marcus is looking at ways to 
put together a funding package for this. He would like to know what amount the parish could 
contribute to such a package, to which the diocese and the deanery would also be contributors. Fr. 
Stephen will put the details of this request from the diocese in an email, to be discussed at a later 
meeting. 
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New Business 

Parish Council discussed the topic of security for smaller churches, in the light of the recent attack 
on a church in Texas. Council would like to have a parish-wide open meeting, in which a law-
enforcement officer would discuss with the congregation recommended ways to assess and enhance 
security. 

The meeting adjourned with prayer at 1:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mat. Beth Freeman, Clerk   
 

 
Action Item List: 

• Fr. Stephen would like to follow up on several maintenance issues: 
- pursue foam stabilization for the building foundation,  
- replace the sidewalk 
- arrange for a new faucet in the kitchen. 

• Fr. Stephen will follow up on background checks for lay leaders. 
• St. Anne’s will set a date for a 20th Anniversary celebration. 
• Fr. Stephen will arrange a speaker for a parish-wide meeting re: parish security 
• Fr. Stephen will put the details of the funding request from the diocese in an email 

 
 


